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Yes, I know I’m a month behind.  It seems not only have I lost track of January, but 
how inn the world did it get to be 2010?  Can we technically say that we’re in our 
second decade of business?  (Even if the real sticklers will maintain that it’s not really 
the start of the new decade yet?) I remember when first seeing the “Established 2006” 
on our logo that even that seemed optimistic! 
 

And, since I did manage to miss January, let me start by thanking all of our customers, 
friends, and supporters (all the same group, really) for another great holiday season.  
And what a fun time it was, too! 
 

While January was pretty much an event-less month in the store (really don’t know hoe 
that happened!), we did end the month with two great off-site projects – selling books 
for GregAlan Williams at both the Gala and the Day of Celebration at I’ll Make Me a 
World in Iowa, and the Hope for the Hungry Conference in Clive, both on the last 
weekend in January.  Different events entirely, but both were important for our 
community and we were proud to be part of them.  February brings our “We �  Local 
Authors” event and a Book Drive for Reach Out and Read Iowa.  Check inside for 
details. 
 

We had to say goodbye to another staff member last month – Laura has left the 
building to get ready for her daughter’s impending birth in April.  We wish Laura the 
best and hope to see her and her little one in the store picking out books soon – gotta 
get them started early, right? 
 

We have hired two new booksellers who will continue to provide the friendly and 
knowledgeable service you expect from us.  Next time you’re here and see a new face, 
say hello to Catherine or Erica – we’ll let you figure out who’s who! 
 

Finally, welcome to our new neighbor, “Beaverdale Confections.”  Try their homemade 
marshmallows – Mr. Stay Puft will never be the same.�
  

Keep reading (and shopping locally), 
Alice 
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These were the Top Ten sellers in our store last month - see what everyone’s reading! 
  

1. Bits & Pieces, Various Iowa Authors, Published by Des Moines Cityview* 
2. The Elegance of the Hedgehog, Muriel Barbery 
3. Irish Girl, Tim Johnston* 
4. Now That You’ve Gone Home, Joyce Rupp and Joyce Hutchinson* 
5. Far From the Trees, Michael Wellman* 
6. The Book Thief, Marcus Zusak 
7. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson 
8. Iowa Spaces, Places, and Faces, Carson Ode* 
9. Wapsipinicon Almanac, edited by Tim Fay* 
10. Food Rules, Michael Pollan 
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