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Happy Birthday to Us! 

Join us on Saturday, July 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. as we celebrate 
16 “sweet” years of proudly serving the greater Des Moines community.  
We’ll be offering a 16% DISCOUNT on most books that day.     Plus, 
discover how to become a “licensed” Beaverdale Books customer to 

earn a monthly discount throughout the year!  No driving test required.  
 
Summer Road Trip or Stay-cation? 
Stop in to pick up a great beach read or that best-selling novel you’ve been itching to 
read.  We also have road atlases and travel guides in stock and we are always happy 
to order a specific copy for wherever you are headed.  If you have kids and plan to 
stay in Iowa, be sure to pick up a copy of Hello Iowa—filled with fun daytrip 
possibilities.  Join author Mary Gordon and illustrator Candace Camling at the store 
on Sunday, July 10 at 2:30 p.m.  
 
Read Local-Buy Local 

Iowa may be known for its corn, but it is also home to a great crop of 
writers.  We are proud to offer a collection of books by more than 500 
authors and enjoy hosting many of them in our store.  Your purchase 
helps our state’s economy in several ways.  So, next time you are looking 

for something to read, peruse our east wall and select a book by an Iowa author! 
 
Headed on RAGBRAI? 
Don’t miss a book talk by Jan Down, who biked through all fifty states and wrote a 
book called Wind in My Wheels. She will be at Artisan Gallery 218 in Valley Junction 
on Monday, July 11 at 6:30 p.m.  
          
                                                Thanks for reading and stay safe,  Alice and Hunter                                                                                     

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, July 9 10:00 – 5:00  
Beaverdale Books  

Sweet Sixteen Birthday Celebration 
 

Sunday, July 10 @ 2:30 p.m. 
 @ Beaverdale Books   

Mary Gordon & Candace Camling  
Hello Iowa 

 
Monday, July 11 @ 6:30 p.m. 

@ Artisan Gallery 218 
Jan Down | Wind in My Wheels  

 
Wednesday, July 20, 6:30 p.m. 

 @ Beaverdale Books  
Steve Dunn | Principal Park: A 

Diamond in the Rough  
 

Saturday, July 23 @ 2:30 p.m. 
@ Beaverdale Books  

Alicia Elifritz | Then and Now  
 

 

 
STORE HOURS: 

Monday – Friday 

10:00 – 8:00 
Saturday 

10:00 – 5:00 

Sunday 
12:00 – 4:00 

 

 
We will be CLOSED on 

Monday, July 4  
 

June Best Sellers at Beaverdale Books  
These were the Top Ten sellers in our store - see what everyone’s reading! 

1. The Winning Ticket: Uncovering America’s Biggest Lottery Scam, Rob Sand* and 
Reid Forgrave 
2. Happy-Go-Lucky, David Sedaris 
3. The Body Is Not an Apology: The Power of Radical Self-Love, Sonya Renee Taylor 
4. Hello Iowa, Mary Gordon,* Illustrated by Candace Camling** 
5. Where the Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens 
6. Atlas of the Heart: Mapping Meaningful Connection and the Language of Human 
Experience, Brene Brown 
7. The Paris Apartment, Lucy Foley 
8. The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, Taylor Jenkins Reid 
9. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry, Neil deGrasse Tyson 
10. The Overstory, Richard Powers 
                                                                                         *Iowa Author!  **Iowa Illustrator! 
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                                                SWEET “16”  
                                ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

                                   Saturday, July 9 
 

                                    16% OFF IN-STORE     
                                                   (except consignments and special orders) 

 
                                    SIDEWALK SALE – BOGO ON  
                                      SELECTED HARDCOVERS 

                                                 

FREE ARCs (Advance Reader Copies) & COOKIES! 

 
BRING A TOTE – TAKE A TOTE  

We are happy to 
provide fabric 
totes to 
customers as 
needed.  If you 
have extra 
totes, we are 
also happy to 
take donations.  
Thanks!   

 

 
Sunday  

July 10 
2:30 p.m. 

@Beaverdale Books 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Meet the Author & Illustrator: Mary Gordon & 
Candace Camling 
 

Hello Iowa 
 
Encouraging Kids to Say Hello to Iowa Destinations 

Bring the kids to meet author Mary Gordon and illustrator Candace Camling as they 
share stories about their work and the fascinating sites featured in the book.  Hello 
Iowa was published in January of 2019.   

It is a great guide to a variety of sites in Iowa, and it’s written in a way that helps 
children learn about our great state and makes a great gift.  Parents and grandparents 
will find it a great resource for planning short trips to the many wonders of our state. 

 
 
Mary Gordon worked in the Des Moines Public School system for 37 years as a teacher, 
reading and math program coordinator and elementary principal.  She was a partner in 
Gordon and Royal Educational Consulting and has also written two other children’s 
books, Bedtime Surprise and Little Bethlehem Star. 

Candace Camling lives in Des Moines, Iowa where she writes and creates artwork in her 
attic studio. She lives with her family--including two naughty cats. She earned a BFA in 
illustration and digital media from Kendall College of Art & Design.  Being an illustrator 
means getting to solve visual problems, learning about new topics constantly and trying 
to bring a little joy into the world. Her favorite things to read are non-fiction picture 
books, graphic novels, and anything with a hint of magic. Candace has won many 
awards in juried shows and contests. She has also worked with a wide variety of clients 
and collaborators.  



 
Monday 
July 11  

@ 6:30 p.m. 
@ Artisan Gallery 218 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Author - Jan Down   
 
Wind in My Wheels 
 

Jan Downs’ book “will appeal to all who follow their dreams, rise to a challenge and 
cherish friendships, old and new. Bicyclist or not, you will enjoy the way Jan Down has 
woven her tale of bicycling across all fifty states, alongside husband Jim.  Her writing 
captures the vast diversity of people, places and geography in our USA while she pedals 
mile after mile with her ‘can do’ attitude.” —Dan Nidey, founder World of Bikes, Iowa 
City, Iowa 

“Wind in my Wheels is a delightful memoir by Jan Down, a teacher who, over a period 
of thirty years, spent vacations with her husband, Jim, an orthodontist, and various 
friends bicycling border to border through all of America’s fifty states. An exciting 
travelogue, but much more, it is filled with humor, occasional sadness, suspense, lovely 
descriptive language covering moments of high drama and often of contentment and 
joy. This is an exhilarating read from first page to last.” —Ethel Barker, author, For the 
Love of Pete and The Andersens of Eden 

“A word of advice. Don’t be dissuaded from picking up Wind in My Wheels if you don’t 
happen to be a bicycling enthusiast. That would be doing yourself a grave disservice. 
This book is about much more. It is a history of our country showcased with fascinating 
and ofttimes obscure facts to capture your imagination. It is a fresh metaphor of life 
wrapped in tales and adventures of an inspired journey, the goal being to bike all fifty 
states in the USA. There are sacred moments to partake of inside the cover. Now, open 
it!”—Suzee Carson Branch, author, Under a Tie Dye Sky 

 

 
Wednesday 

July 20 
6:30 p.m. 

@Beaverdale Books 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Meet the Author: Steve Dunn 
 
Principal Park: A Diamond in the Rough 

Three ballparks at the confluence of the Des Moines and Raccoon rivers in Des Moines 
have hosted professional baseball since June 20, 1947. Pioneer Memorial Stadium, Sec 
Taylor Stadium, and Principal Park have been the site of a Triple-A all-star game, seven 
no-hitters, a rock concert, the state high school baseball tournament, and millions of 
dollars of improvements.  
 
Hall of Famers such as Harold Baines, Goose Gossage, Greg Maddux, Tony LaRussa, and 
Ryne Sandberg played or managed at Sec Taylor Stadium or Principal Park. Several 
members of the 2016 world champion Chicago Cubs played in Des Moines before going 
up to Chicago: Javy Baez, Kris Bryant, Willson Contreras, Kyle Hendricks, Anthony Rizzo, 
and Kyle Schwarber to name a few. The book also looks at the city’s early baseball 
history dating back to 1867 and the founding of the city after Native Americans had 
been in the area for 10,000 years.                                                  

 

 



 
 

 

About the Author… 

A lifelong Chicago Cubs fan, Steve Dunn moved to Des Moines in the summer of 
2014 upon retiring after 40 years as a newspaper sportswriter, reporter, and 
managing editor. He has written and published two other books: What a Ride, a 
collection of his columns over a 31-year period, and Engaged: Pat Deluhery and 
the Golden Age of Democratic Party Activism, a political memoir with former 
Iowa State Senator Pat Deluhery. 

He also has written nine biographies and seven game stories for the Society for 
American Baseball Research (SABR), which he joined in the fall of 2014. The bios 
include Joe Decker, Bill Faul, Charlie Hollocher, Del Howard, Randy Hundley, Don 
Kessinger, Salty Saltwell, Kevin Tapani, and Kerry Wood. His game stories cover 
Ron Santo’s special day at Wrigley Field on August 28, 1971; Billy Williams’ 
homer that broke up a pitchers’ duel on Opening Day on April 6, 1971; 
Williams’s and Ferguson Jenkins’s milestones on September 18, 1970; Santo’s 
eight-RBI day against the Montreal Expos on July 6, 1970; Ernie Banks’s 500th 
home run on May 12, 1970; Santo’s auspicious debut for the last-place Cubs on 
June 26, 1960; and Banks’s breaking of the color barrier for the Cubs on 
September 17, 1953. 

  

 
Saturday  
July 23  

@ 2:30 p.m.  
@Beaverdale Books 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Meet the Author – Alicia Elifritz   

 
Then and Now 
Just as a young life opens with promise, a diagnosis of leukemia disrupts everything. 

Then and Now takes us inside the mind of a cancer patient as she comes to terms with 
her new reality and grapples with the unimaginable. This profound book is full of hope, 
growth, and triumph but refuses to withhold the unpleasant truth of a life-threatening 
diagnosis. Back “then” we follow her relentless search for answers and meaning, 
revealing immense strength and resilience despite the heavy toll of treatment. And 
“now” we see a renewed reflection of self and examination of cancer’s permanent 
impact on life. 

Paul Brooke, professor of English at Grand View, says about Then & Now: “Alicia Elifritz 
just rivets with this deeply reflective narrative. The voice is honest and revealing, while 
taking us through an amazing journey of pain and persistence. In the end, we are 
transformed by the experience, left breathless at her story and her love of life.” 

 
About the Author… 
Then & Now is Alicia Elifritz’s first book. It was selected by Grand View University as the 
2022 Alumni Book Prize Winner. Her poetry has previously appeared in the university’s 
undergraduate literary journal Bifrost as well as the alumni magazine Grand View. Alicia 
has been creatively journaling since she was able to write and, at age twenty, 
designated a special portion to chronicle the diagnosis, treatment and remission of 
leukemia. 

  



 
 

 
 

 
Sign Up for a Literary Tour 
 

John Shors Travel is offering a series of exceptional literary tours in 2022 and 2023 and 
he will lead all tours. More information here.  
 
Current tours offered: 
• Uzbekistan – September 2022.  
• India – October 2022.  
• SE Asia – January 2023.  
• Bhutan – April 2023.  
• Japan – May 2023. 
 

 
 

 

Iowa Public Radio - Talk of Iowa Book Club 
 
Iowa Public Radio recently announced the next novels for the Talk of Iowa Book Club. 
Each book was carefully selected by host Charity Nebbe, highlighting culturally relevant 
topics from a diverse group of authors with Iowa connections. Here’s the reading list for 
the bi-monthly meetings! 
 
August 16: The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas 
October 11: We Heard It When We Were Young, by Chuy Renteria 
December 20: Homegoing, by Yaa Gyasi 
 
Listen to Talk of Iowa weekdays at 10 a.m. on all IPR News and News/Studio One signals 
or online at iowapublicradio.org. Tune in and join in!    
 
If you miss the meeting, or want to catch up on past discussions, podcasts are available 
here. 
 

Connect with us! 

 

    
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
Just hit CTRL + click above to like or follow. 

 

Masks appreciated.  

 

 
Join a Monthly Book Club! 

 

Hunter’s Classics 

Tuesday, July 12 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Under the Volcano 
by Malcolm Lowry 

(New members are welcome.)   

 

Beaverdale Book Browsers & 
Thursday, July 14, @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper 

by Phaedra Patrick 

 
Mystery Book Club 

Tuesday, July 26 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Night Swim 

by Megan Goldin 

(New members are welcome.)   
 

 

Looking for an audio book? 

 

 

OVER 
 2300 

FOLLOWERS! 

 OVER 
  4200 
LIKES! 

OVER 
650 

LIKES! 

https://johnshorstravel.com/destinations/
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https://www.iowapublicradio.org/podcast/talk-of-iowa-book-club
https://www.instagram.com/beaverdalebooks/
https://www.facebook.com/BeaverdaleBooks
http://twitter.com/beaverdaleboo
https://libro.fm/

